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Board Members Present:  Loretta Bushbaum, Rachel Carlson, Tamara Holmes, Carol 
Johnson, Keith Salyer 
 
Linda Martin, Secretary to the Board; Lisa Pendley, Clerk to the Board 
Guests:  Regina Bridwell, Lori Buntin, Doug Camp, Betsy Crimp, Michelle Dimaggio, 
Sandy Elliot, Jim Fossett (NKC Tribune), Lynn French, Marion Gonzalez, Andrea 
Green, Becky Hill, William Holmes, Jennifer Hoyt, Hanni Johnson and Chris Eckland, 
Denise Martin, Julia Martinez (Daily Record), Jill Mayer and Parker Mayer, Christina 
Miller, Adele Muratore, Natalia Parker, Lisa Pott, Karma Seubert, Jared Vallejo and 
Tosha Woods 
1. Call to Order 
     and Flag Salute 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Approval of Consent  
     Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Salyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Mrs. Elliot 
led the flag salute. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Minutes of the  
January 26, 2016, Regular Meeting of the Board; Mrs. Carlson 
seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Agenda; Mrs. Johnson 
seconded.  Dr. Martin requested to remove the Reports to the 
Board, Item A. Preliminary Election Results Regarding Director 
District Boundaries.   The vote to approve the Agenda with this 
change was unanimous.   
 
A. Consideration to approve the retirement resignation of 
Tom Christian, Secondary Teacher, effective June 16, 2016. 
 

B. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Starla Romano, Online Tutoring Supervisor, in the amount 
of $350.69 for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 

Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve Item A of the Consent 
Agenda.  Mrs. Johnson seconded.  Unanimous.   
Item B was held for discussion. 
Thorp School is now offering to middle school math students 
an on-line Skype style tutoring program through 
“learntobe.org.”  The tutoring is held Wednesdays from 3:15 to 
4:15 p.m. in the computer lab.  Six students start this week; 
other students may start later.  Starla Romano will be an onsite 
person to supervise the students. 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve Item B; Mrs. Johnson 
seconded.  Unanimous. 
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5. Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. French, FBLA Advisor, promoted the ASB/FBLA annual 
auction on March 3 and gave each Board member a flyer.  They 
are accepting gently used items for the silent auction. Profits 
will go toward extracurricular activities for FBLA and ASB.   
 
Parent Michelle Dimaggio is concerned about inappropriate 
conversations between middle school students and noise in 
the classroom environment.  Ms. Dimaggio also voiced her 
appreciation for the middle school math tutoring program and 
requested extra support in other areas from the teachers for 
students.   
 
Parent Jarred Vallejo spoke about how he and his wife were 
originally attracted to Thorp School by the smaller school with 
small class sizes and multi-grade classrooms, the one-to-one 
technology, and Superintendent Dr. Linda Martin.  However, 
currently there is only one partial multi-grade classroom, 
classroom sizes are growing, and little implementation has 
been made to effectively use the technology tools (iPads).  The 
one constant is Dr. Martin who attends every extra-curricular 
activity and is dedicated to putting students’ needs first.  Mr. 
Vallejo is optimistic about the success of Thorp Schools under 
the leadership of Dr. Martin.  Mr. Vallejo also offered his 
services to help Thorp School District succeed. 
 
When parent Tosha Woods enrolled her children, she became 
actively involved in the Parent Advisory Committee.  Ms. 
Woods would like to see the administration and teachers 
working toward the same goals and rise to the potential of 
Thorp School, overcome the negative environment stemming 
from negotiations, and create an environment to unlock 
student potential.   
 
Parent Denise Martin, President of the Parent Advisory 
Committee but speaking for herself, requested transparency 
and accountability from the teachers, the administration, and 
the Board during the contract negotiations. Ms. Martin feels 
the negotiations are affecting the students and classroom 
atmosphere and would like to see the contract settled. She also 
expressed her disappointment in one of the Board members 
involving the negotiations. She extended an invitation to 
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5. Public Comment 
     (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

everyone to attend a monthly Parent Advisory Committee 
meeting to support the school. 
 
Community member and district volunteer Regina Bridwell 
spoke on behalf of parents not wanting to speak publicly.  
Some of the parents feel their Discovery Lab students who 
attend Thorp School part-time are treated differently than 
Thorp School students.  Parents also feel there is a lack of 
communication on the part of the teachers and administration.  
 
Paraeducator Adele Muratore spoke on behalf of the teachers, 
emphasizing how hard they work, but how some students can 
treat them with great disrespect.  
 
Parent Marion Gonzalez would like to see more transparency 
and accountability while coming to a quick resolution of 
negotiations.  Parents would be able to support issues if more 
information would be given. 
 
Parent Natalia Parker said her children are thriving at Thorp, 
and she has great respect for their teachers as well as Dr. 
Martin.  Ms. Parker has great faith in the teachers, Dr. Martin 
and the Board to make this work and bring negotiations to an 
end. 
 
Community member William Holmes applauded the teachers 
who have had a great impact on the success and health of his 
children and grandchildren who have attended Thorp Schools, 
and also commended Dr. Martin for the great strength it takes 
to run a school such as Thorp.  Mr. Holmes asked how much 
information was allowed to be disclosed about negotiations. 
 
Special Education teacher Becky Hill commented that the 
classified staff members are also working with an expired 
contract.  She asked for respect and support for the hard work 
the teachers do. 
 
Dr. Salyer thanked the audience for their input and attending 
the meeting, noting the courage to express opinions.  He felt 
the input has been productive. 
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6. Reports to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. WSSDA Legislative Conference – Mrs. Tamara Holmes 
Met with Senator Warnick and also Tom Dent during the 
Legislative Conference.  Mrs. Holmes gave the Board members 
a hand out she received, “Hot Topics – Information for 
Legislators.”  The conference covered the education funding, 
taxes, and the teacher and substitute shortage.  The Board 
heard ideas about alternate routes to attain teaching 
certification that are being considered by the legislature.  
 

A. B.  Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Linda Martin 
• Dr. Martin addressed the Board and audience with 
encouragement to work as one.  She spoke of the quality of the 
people in the district and relayed her optimism for the district. 
Dr. Martin thanked the “Public Comment” speakers.   
• The last home high school basketball game at Thorp was 
yesterday, and the last home game at Easton will be Thursday.   
• The middle school volleyball team is now practicing. 
• The drama presentations last week were amazing.  The high 
school English students worked hard and memorized Macbeth, 
editing it to make their own version.  The students each had 
three to four roles with costumes.  The high school students 
then recited poetry they had memorized.  The middle school 
drama group presented “Bling Midas” which was hilarious.  
Congratulations to Mr. Stueckle and Mr. Christian.  The level of 
drama, especially for middle school students, was amazing. 
• The elementary ASB is showing leadership by holding a 
“kindness campaign” for one month ending this Friday.  These 
leaders have shown great thinking processes, communication, 
and confidence in their peers. 
• March 3rd will be the FBLA/ASB annual auction which is 
always a great time. Dinner will be offered by the middle 
school ASB. Volunteer help is needed. 
• The FBLA regional competition is Wednesday, February 17th.  
• The after school chess club is on Thursdays for an hour. 
• After school open gym for the secondary students is on 
Thursdays.  Last week 10-12 students came.  Some students 
want to play football next year, and Mr. Jensen plans to add an   
open gym for weightlifting on Tuesdays.  
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6. Reports to the Board 
     (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Old Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C.  Maintenance and Transportation Report – Dr. Martin 
for Mr. Ed Foster, Manager 
• All of the card reader locks on exterior doors are in place but 
the training remains to be done. 
• The cameras are installed but there is still training to do.  We 
do not yet have a quote for the camera for the outside of the 
exterior gym door. 
• Mr. Foster is still working with Risk Management regarding 
the roof leak.   
• We are still looking for a 4-wheel drive or all-wheel drive 
vehicle to replace the van.  A Suburban could be a possibility as 
they can carry nine people versus a van which can carry eight.   
   
A.  Policy 2126 HIV/AIDS Prevention Education  
(Second Reading) 
Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve the revision to this policy.  
Mrs. Johnson seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
B.  Delete Policy 5221 Part Time Staff  (Second Reading) 
Dr. Martin reviewed the Collective Bargaining Agreements and 
does not see any conflict with deleting this policy.  Mrs. Holmes 
motioned to delete the policy.  Mrs. Carlson seconded.  
Unanimous. 
 
C.  Alternative Education School Visit   
(Information and Discussion Item) 
Betsy Crimp, Tamara Holmes, Denise Martin, Linda Martin, Cas 
Miller, and Tosha Woods visited Sky Valley Education Center in 
the Monroe School District.  They visited the education center 
to gather ideas for possible use at Thorp in the future.  Mrs. 
Holmes was impressed with the engagement of the students 
and abundance of parent involvement.   Mrs. Crimp thought 
there might be some after-school ideas we could use, but said 
she felt we need to do better at what we are already doing and 
not make changes.  Ms. Woods felt the students were all on 
task and did not see any behavior problems, but did not feel 
there was much they offer that could fit Thorp School.  Ms. 
Martin noted that there was an excitement she would like to 
see at Thorp, and there was a huge parent involvement.  Ms. 
Martin also mentioned that the education center has more 
than 50 percent of their students from out of district, which 
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7. Old Business 
     (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. New Business: 
 
9. Correspondence 
 
10. Board Members’   
        Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
 
12. Closed Session 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and 
Events 
 

allows them to avoid standardized testing.  Dr. Martin noted 
that this was an entirely different environment conducive to 
the alternate education style.  Their programs are built on 
parent input and a parent partnership program, a varied 
schedule, community involvement, and teachers creating their 
own curriculum.  Discussion followed about Kittitas County 
families that are looking for alternatives to the traditional 
public school, including Damman School parents looking for 
options for their children after they leave Damman which 
offers K-5.  
 
None. 
 
None. 
 
Dr. Salyer thanked the Thorp Education Association (TEA) and 
the Thorp Educational Support Personnel Association (TESPA) 
for gift baskets given to each Board member when they arrived 
at this meeting. 
 
A. Reflection from School Board Retreat 
Dr. Salyer proposed to have this section postponed to the next 
meeting, but did mention that this was the best retreat he has 
attended at Thorp School, and Mrs. Holmes commented that a 
wonderful dinner was provided by the Valley Café.  The 
members appreciated the two financial representatives from 
the ESD explaining financial income and outgo for a district.  
Long-time Thorp residents Dick Fields and Reta Hutchinson 
gave a 100 year history of Thorp School.  The Saturday session 
focused on board policy and procedures, how we do business 
and what we need to work on in the future. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m.   
Mrs. Carlson seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
A. To discuss collective bargaining parameters per RCW 
42.23.140 
 
February 23, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 
6:30 p.m. 
March 3, 2016 – Annual FBLA Auction and Dinner, 
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Dinner 5:00 p.m.; Silent Auction 5:30-6:16 p.m.; Live 
Auction begins at 6:30 p.m. 
March 8, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 
6:30 p.m. 
March 14-15, 2016 – WASA Small Schools Conference in 
Wenatchee 
 

 


