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Board Members Present:  Loretta Bushbaum, Rachel Carlson, Tamara Holmes, Carol 
Johnson, Keith Salyer 
 
Linda Martin, Secretary to the Board; Lisa Pendley, Clerk to the Board 
Guests:  Doug Camp, Betsy Crimp, Chris Eckland, Joy Fields, Lynn French, Marion 
Gonzalez, Andrea Green, Michelle Helgeson, Becky Hill, Phil Kern, Hilary Lampard, 
Nicki Morelli-Mayer, Kathy Scribner, Karma Seubert, Nicole Suemori, Briann 
Willette, Tosha Woods 
1. Call to Order 
     and Flag Salute 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
 
4. Approval of Consent  
     Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Salyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Mrs. 
Scribner led the flag salute. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Minutes of the March 29, 
2016, Regular Meeting of the Board; Mrs. Carlson seconded.  
Dr. Salyer abstained due to his absence from that meeting.  
Motion passed. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Agenda; Mrs. Johnson 
seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
A. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Christopher Jensen, Middle School Head Track Coach, for 
the 2015-16 season in the amount of $2,372.00. 
 

B. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Elizabeth Crimp, Technology Committee member, for the 
2015-16 school year in the amount of $300.00. 
 
C. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Casceila Miller, Technology Committee member, for the 
2015-16 school year in the amount of $300.00. 
 
D. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Briann Willette, Technology Committee member, for the 
2015-16 school year in the amount of $300.00. 
 
E. Consideration to approve the senior class overnight 
field trip to Long Beach, Washington, on June 4th and 5th, 
2016. 
 
Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve the Consent Agenda.  Mrs. 
Holmes seconded.  Unanimous. 
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5. Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Marion Gonzalez, a parent, has started a Facebook page 
called “Active People for Engaged Learning in Kittitas Valley.”  
This is a forum for anyone in Kittitas County to discuss what 
kind of innovative learning they would like to see in the 
county. 
 
Betsy Crimp, representing the TEA (Thorp Education 
Association) teachers, handed the Board members a statement 
signed by all of the teachers stating they are choosing not to 
attend the regularly scheduled staff meeting on April 12th. 
 
A flyer has been developed for “Let’s Start a Conversation.” 
Two meetings are scheduled to be held, one on April 20th from 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. and one on May 5th from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  
Parents are invited to attend one of these meetings, which are 
open to all Kittitas County residents, to talk about what they 
would like to see as educational options in the county and 
share ideas.  The flyer will be posted around Ellensburg and 
handed out to Ellensburg parents.  The notice will go home 
with Thorp students tomorrow.  Teachers in the audience 
commented on the premise of these meetings:  
 
Mrs. Kathy Scribner thinks there are plans being made for the 
vision of Thorp School that are not being communicated to the 
staff, and that there is not open communication and 
transparency.  She feels the current K-12 entity should 
continue to be Thorp Schools’ main focus, and has concerns 
about spending resources, time and money for education that 
doesn’t follow the state standards and our current school 
philosophy.  Dr. Salyer responded that these meetings are 
about communication and giving the community the 
opportunity to become more involved. 
 
Mrs. Andrea Green and Ms. Joy Fields feel the flyer doesn’t 
clearly and completely explain the topics to be covered.   
 
Mr. Phil Kern is concerned about causing a lack of focus and 
spreading our resources too thin.  He feels the schools’ focus 
should remain on robotics and endorses using the engageNY 
(Engage New York) math program.  He feels the programming 
in robotics and 3D design all support the language arts, math, 
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5. Public Comment 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Reports to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

music, history, and problem solving and would like to see more 
time and effort in supporting this program. 
 
Mrs. Betsy Crimp would like Thorp to continue its focus on 
robotics and technology use so these are done well. 
 
Ms. Becky Hill wants to be sure we are using the tech levy 
money the best way possible.  She asked why Dr. Martin would 
be considering any other programs when the current budget is 
tight. Ms. Hill feels Dr. Martin is not being honest with the staff 
about what she thinks are potential plans.  
 
Ms. Fields would like to see more focus on training for the 
paraeducators.   
 
On other topics: 
Mrs. Lynn French stated there have been 190 hours spent in 
the TEA negotiations with four more hours scheduled this 
Thursday.  Almost two years of a three year contract have 
expired, and the district has spent $14,000 for support from 
outside the district.   
 
Mrs. Scribner asked to set the record straight about what she 
felt was an offensive comment that was made at a prior Board 
Meeting by a community member.  The community member 
made a statement about the teachers not caring enough about 
their students to attend a Saturday safety training that was 
held at the school.  Mrs. Scribner, supported by all the teachers 
in attendance, listed many of the ways the teachers support 
their students outside of the school day.  
   

A. A.  Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Linda Martin 
• The honor roll luncheon is scheduled for April 19th.  The ASB 
requested that Dr. Martin ask the Board to sponsor this lunch 
for approximately 30 students.  The Board agreed.   
• Today the third grade class took their annual field trip to “Ag 
Day” sponsored by 4-H at the Kittitas County Events Center.   
• Mr. Jensen took the Spanish class on a field trip to have lunch 
at Cle Elum’s El Caporal and practiced their Spanish. 
• Mr. Christian has done a great job with the Drama class. The 
class performed three fairy tale drama skits for the whole 
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6. Reports to the Board 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

school. The actors performed the skits from a different point of 
view, and in staying with that theme, the audience sat on the 
floor while the performers were on the bleachers. 
• On April 5th author Ken Mochizuki read a couple of his books 
to elementary students and read two other of his books to 
secondary students. A message about stereotypes and 
discrimination was conveyed to the audience. 
• The middle school volleyball awards were last week. 
• Middle school track has started. 
• There are 21 excited students from grades 3-5 that meet 
twice a week to participate in elementary track.  The practices 
will culminate in a track meet April 30.  Mrs. Miller, the coach, 
has invited students from other schools. 
• Last week the teachers participated in engageNY training for 
math common core.  Mrs. Dawn Sparks from ESD105 has been 
scheduled to visit Thorp once a month for trainings. 
• Two “Let’s Have a Conversation” meetings are scheduled. 
• Mrs. French and the FBLA students travel to the state 
conference in Spokane on April 20 and return April 23. Juniors 
Hunter Karraker and Nick Kingham were finalists in 
Hospitality Management and will participate in the finals at 
state competition.   
• Smarter Balance testing will begin the last week of April. 
• Thanks to Ms. Tosha Woods and Mrs. Loretta Bushbaum, we 
have an opportunity to take the elementary students to CWU 
on May 11th to see the play Mary Poppins.  One of our first 
grade students, Finn Woods-Vallejo, is one of the actors. 
• On May 18th our high school and middle school students will 
go to the Bagley Wright Theatre in Seattle to see a 
performance of Sherlock Holmes. 
 
B. Maintenance and Transportation Report – Dr. Martin 
for Mr. Ed Foster, Manager 
• Mr. Foster is still working on a vehicle purchase to replace 
the van.  All school vehicles must have a data tag including the 
letters “MVP.”  He is now looking at a 2-wheel drive Ford van 
instead of a Ford Expedition as there is a lesser potential for 
rollover.   
• The Department of Enterprise Services is the liaison with 
McKinstry for the boiler replacement project. 
•All drains are fixed. 
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7. Old Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. New Business: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.  Director District Boundaries  (Action Item) 
The Board had asked for the populations in Sections 2, 11, 12 
and 13.  That information is included in their packets.  Mrs. 
Johnson questioned a location missing from this map that had 
been included in the past, and also commented on the need for 
updating and consistent magnification between the maps.  Mrs. 
Johnson will draw an overlay for the map to indicate areas in 
question for Dr. Martin to pursue with the company doing the 
research.   This topic will be brought back at next meeting. 
 
A. School Calendar 2016-2017  (Action Item) 
The TEA proposed two options.  Option 1 schedules two 
teacher mandatory days after Labor Day and school starts the 
following day, Thursday, September 8th.  Option 2 schedules 
the two teacher mandatory days before Labor Day and school 
starts Tuesday, September 6th.  These two options were voted 
on by the TEA and TESPA members with Option 1 the favorite.  
Mrs. Holmes motioned to accept Option 1; Mrs. Johnson 
seconded. Unanimous. 
 
The procedure associated with Policy 2220 will be revised and 
updated and brought back to the Board.   
 
B. Budget Extension  (Information/Discussion Item) 
Three budget extension options were presented to the Board 
by Ms. Helgeson.  A budget extension is needed due to 
significant changes in enrollment and anticipated 
expenditures.   Discussion followed.  Consensus of the Board 
was to move forward with Option C, which allows for an 11 
percent reserve, in order to stay within our Board Policy fund 
balance of 10% minimum.  Ms. Helgeson will prepare the 
documents and bring them for the Board’s approval at the  
May 10, 2016 meeting. Ms. Helgeson will also bring 
information about the levy cliff to the next meeting. 
 
C. Grants  (Information Item) 
In response to a request from the Board for more information 
about grants made at the last Board Meeting, Dr. Martin 
provided a list of iGrants through OSPI which pertain to Thorp 
School, reduced from an 18 page document of optional grants.  
Other grant options come in throughout the year, and there are 
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8. New Business: 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Correspondence 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Board Members’   
        Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

many sources of grants.  Dr. Salyer distributed a list of grant 
options, a sampling of a list he receives each week.  Dr. Salyer 
spends an average of six hours writing a grant.   
 
D. Policy 6700 Nutrition and Physical Fitness 
(First Reading) 
This policy is revised based on WSSDA policy and to be in 
compliance with state law.  The Wellness Committee has 
reviewed and discussed.    
 
Dr. Martin shared with the Board members a plaque received 
from Risk Management, our insurance carrier.  This is the 
second year we have received a plaque acknowledging 100% 
participation and a perfect score for a selected area of safety.  
With this award comes a 5% discount from Risk Management.   
  
Mrs. Johnson asked for more information about the math 
program EngageNY which is also known as Eureka Math. This 
is one of the few math programs that come close to the 
common core requirements.  All materials are on-line.   
 
Dr. Salyer responded to some of the concerns teachers brought 
up during the Public Comment session regarding the “Let’s 
Have a Conversation” meetings.  He reiterated these meetings 
are a way to open communication lines with the community, 
and to give them an opportunity to voice their ideas about 
options for education in Kittitas County. This is a positive step 
to help the Board in future strategic planning.  Mrs. Johnson 
asked how these meetings were being advertised.  Discussion 
followed. 
 
Mrs. Holmes is working with the Wellness Committee to 
improve nutrition in the district.  The Wellness Committee 
members – Ms. Marion Gonzalez, Ms. Terrie McPherson, Dr. 
Linda Martin, and Ms. Tamara Holmes -- will take a field trip to 
Trout Lake School, a school of about 200 students, to learn 
how they have successfully created a meal program without 
the restrictive support from the USDA.  Our current meal 
program through OSPI (National School Breakfast and Lunch 
Program) follows USDA regulations.  The field trip date is yet 
to be determined.  Mrs. Holmes is also appealing for a .5 FTE 
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10. Board Members’   
        Comments  (cont.) 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
 
12. Closed Session 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and 
Events 
 

increase to help in the kitchen.   
 
 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.   
Mrs. Carlson seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
A. To discuss collective bargaining parameters per RCW 
42.23.140 
 
April 26, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
May 10, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 

 


