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Board Members Present:  Loretta Bushbaum, Rachel Carlson, Tamara Holmes, Carol 
Johnson, Keith Salyer 
 
Linda Martin, Secretary to the Board; Lisa Pendley, Clerk to the Board 
Guests:  Regina Bridwell, Ali Burton, Doug Camp, Lisa Clerf, Betsy Crimp, Anne 
Cubilie, Ed Foster, Lynn French, Rachel George, Justin Gibbens, Marion Gonzalez, 
Andrea Green, Becky Hill, Jessica Hutchinson, Jenn Johnson, Jenny Jones, Hilary 
Lampard, Denise Martin, Casceila Miller, Robert Morelli, Nicki Morelli-Mayer, Natalia 
Parker, Lisa Pott, Allyson Rogen-Klyve, Kathy Scribner, Lynae Unsicker, Jared Vallejo, 
Briann Willette, Tosha Woods 
1. Call to Order 
     and Flag Salute 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
 
4.  Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Approval of Consent  
     Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
Mrs. Holmes led the flag salute. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Minutes of the  
February 28, 2017, Regular Meeting of the Board;   
Dr. Salyer seconded.  Four Board members voted to approve 
the Minutes; Ms. Carlson abstained due to her absence from 
that meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Agenda; Mrs. Johnson 
seconded.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
The Board entered into an Executive Session at 6:33 p.m. for 
approximately 25 minutes stating no action would be taken. 
A. To receive and evaluate a complaint or charge brought 
against a public officer or employee per RCW 42.30.110f 
The Board exited the Executive Session at 6:52 p.m. and  
re-entered the Regular Session at that time. 
 
A. Consideration to approve the extracurricular 
supplemental contract for Casceila Miller, Elementary 
Track Coach, for the 2016-17 season, in the amount of 
$357.00. 
 
B. Consideration to approve the supplemental non-
continuing employment contract for Elizabeth Crimp, for 
reading intervention from March 27, 2017 through  
June 19, 2017, in the amount of $2,796.14. 
Discussion followed regarding how reading intervention is 
monitored.  Also noted was that a reassessment is done at the 
end of six weeks to look for progress.  
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5. Approval of Consent  
     Agenda  (cont.) 
 
6. Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Salyer motioned to approve the Consent Agenda.   Mrs. 
Bushbaum seconded.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
Ms. Kathy Scribner, first grade teacher, requested to address 
agenda item 9A, Proposal for a Public K-5 S.T.E.A.M. Option at 
Thorp, asking for the Board to consider adding classes to the 
existing school structure which is already thriving and growing 
-- not add a school within a school, and if the multi-age 
program is pursued, to offer class enrollment openings first to 
Thorp district students. 
 
Ms. Cas Miller read a letter on behalf of Mr. Phil Kern, high 
school math and science teacher and robotics advisor, 
regarding his desire to keep the focus on our commitment to 
the current S.T.E.M. program and not add a school within a 
school.  
 
Ms. Tosha Woods and Ms. Natalia Parker, representing the 
Discovery Lab, thanked the Board for letting the Discovery Lab 
use the brick building facility for their classes, and gave notice 
that they would not request to use the facility next year as they 
will be moving into Ellensburg.  Ms. Woods wanted to clarify 
that the proposal for a public K-5 S.T.E.A.M. option at Thorp 
was not their proposal and not related to the Discovery Lab. 
 
Ms. Jenny Jones asked the Board to consider behavior issues 
that may occur in a multi-age classroom.  
 
Ms. Jessica Hutchinson is interested in hearing the proposal 
but is also concerned about the potential for significant 
enrollment growth and its impact on the facilities, classroom 
sizes and current student body.   
 
Ms. Marion Gonzalez spoke about their family’s reasons for 
choosing Thorp School, and their desire to become involved 
and help move the school toward being a model school with a 
hands-on approach to learning with outdoor classrooms, and 
education through farming and cooking. They have been 
disappointed to have encountered opposition to new ideas. 
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6. Public Comment 
     (cont.) 
 
 
7. Reports to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noting there is a current enrollment waiting list, Ms. Denise 
Martin asked the Board to try new programs and let Thorp 
Schools grow and bring in additional FTE money.  
 

A. A.  Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Linda Martin 
• Dr. Martin read a proclamation from Governor Jay Inslee for 
Classified Appreciation Week.   The TEA provided a taco lunch 
on Tuesday, the Parent Advisory Group prepared a breakfast 
on Wednesday, and there were other recognitions which are 
well deserved. 
• The elementary had a fun Dr. Seuss day.  
• We had an amazing health fair orchestrated by health and fit-
ness instructor Ms. Hilary Lampard assisted by CWU students. 
• The Robotics team participated in a competition in Spokane 
Valley and did well. Tomorrow and Saturday they compete at 
CWU.  Everyone is invited to come support the Robotics 
students and their advisor, Mr. Phil Kern. 
• The annual FBLA Auction raised $4,300, and the sophomore 
class raised almost $400 with their dinner prior to the auction. 
Ms. Lynn French and her students put in a lot of work to 
always make the auction so successful.  Ms. French thanked the 
sponsors and community for supporting Thorp Schools and 
added that she would like to see everyone shop locally. 
• The middle school girls volleyball team has played four 
games and won all four.  There are enough players turning out 
to have two teams.  
• The sophomore sponsored Tolo dance was March 10th. 
• Middle School history teacher Mr. Al Miller took three 
students to History Day competition in Yakima.  Mr. Miller said 
it was a good experience. 
• Conferences were held yesterday and today. 
• The annual Patrick Playoffs, a basketball competition, will be 
tomorrow with students starting play at 10:15 a.m., and 
alumni playing at 6:00 p.m. 
• The “Levy Cliff” bill has now passed the legislature, and for 
another year we are able to levy taxpayers at 28% instead of 
24%.  Levying taxpayers at 24% would have meant a loss of 
$130,000 to Thorp School District.   
• We have an enrollment/student registration ad in the Daily 
Record newspaper.  Thanks to parent Jared Vallejo for his work 
in helping to create this ad. 
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7. Reports to the Board 
    (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Dr. Martin requested the Board’s advice on the current 
kitchen improvement project.  The Wellness Committee has 
identified the installation of a walk-in cooler as a priority for 
the $85,000 budget that has been set.  There are two options to 
consider. 
 
The first option is to move forward with a contract through the 
Department of Enterprise Services (DES).  We have used their 
services in the past to manage projects, and they have 
submitted a proposal within our budget.  Complying with 
public contract bid law, vetting of contractors, etc. would be 
assured with this option, and the project could be completed 
this summer. 
 
A second option was brought forth by one member of the 
Wellness Committee who has individually researched and 
obtained information from a local vendor.  That member 
believes that the project could be completed at a cost of 
approximately $35,000, saving the District almost $50,000. 
With this option, the District would be responsible for creating 
bid specifications, advertising to possible vendors, awarding 
the bid to the lowest qualified vendor, complying with all 
applicable public bid laws, acting as project manager, etc.  
Assuming that this option was chosen, work would not be 
completed this summer.  Facilities Supervisor Mr. Ed Foster 
spoke about some of the requirements that the District would 
be obligated to follow under this plan.  Mr. Foster also noted 
that this project will entail hiring a crane company that will 
need to set up on the roof to install the cooler. 
 
Discussion followed.  Mrs. Johnson asked to receive more 
details about the project. Mrs. Bushbaum stated that although 
she is in favor of saving money, the timeliness of the project is 
important, and there is no guarantee that there would not be 
similar costs if the project is delayed another year.  Dr. Salyer 
supports moving forward using the Department of Enterprise 
Services.  Consensus of the Board was to move forward with 
the project using the Department of Enterprise Services. 
 
B. Parent Advisory Group Report 
Ms. Denise Martin, President of the Parent Advisory Group, 
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7. Reports to the Board 
    (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Old Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. New Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

explained the purpose of the group as well as listing many of 
fundraising activities they have sponsored, other events they 
have sponsored and/or supported with their time and efforts, 
and ideas and concerns they’ve discussed.  Dr. Salyer 
requested a copy of the list from Ms. Martin.  The group usually 
meets the first Monday of each month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in 
the library.  Everyone is welcome.  
 
A.  Resolution 16-04 Regarding the Allocation of State 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) Funding    (Action Item) 
This Resolution shows the Board’s support for Governor Jay 
Inslee’s legislation to revise the calculation method of PILT.  
Mrs. Johnson moved to pass Resolution 16-04, Mrs. Holmes 
seconded.  The vote was unanimous.  This Resolution will be 
sent to our legislators. 
 
9A. Proposal for a Public K-5  S.T.E.A.M. Option at Thorp – 
Anne Cubilie    (Discussion Item) 
CWU staff members Ms. Allyson Rogen-Klyve and Ms. Anne 
Cubilie, also a Thorp resident, proposed an idea to the Board to 
consider having a K-5  S.T.E.A.M. program starting next year in 
addition to the current programs at Thorp.  CWU would be 
interested in partnering with a district with project-based 
learning, and there would be potential for grant funding.  They 
highly recommend having an advisory panel associated with a 
program such as this, and suggested that if the idea is pursued, 
to start small with a K-2 class and a 3-5 class to pilot the 
program.  Ms. Carlson asked if Ms. Rogen-Klyve and Ms. Cubilie 
would be willing to attend a town hall meeting where they may 
answer questions and share what they have found in their 
research.  Both agreed to attend but not facilitate the meeting 
as this is an idea, not a recommendation.  Ms. Carlson directed 
Dr. Martin to set up a town hall meeting for an exchange of 
questions and answers.   
 
B. Calendar Proposal 2017-2018   (Action Item) 
Versions 1 and 2 are in the Board packet.  The staff voted to 
modify Versions 1 and 2 and created Version 3 which is their 
preference.  Dr. Martin recognized Mrs. Crimp and Mrs. Pott for 
putting this calendar together and bringing it to the staff for 
input and voting.  Dr. Martin recommended the Board adopt 
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9. New Business 
    (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
10. Correspondence 
 
 
11. Board Members’   
        Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Adjournment 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and 
Events 
 
 

Version 3.  Mrs. Johnson motioned to approve Version 3 for 
2017-18; Mrs. Holmes seconded.  The vote was unanimous.   
Dr. Martin noted that at the next meeting, the Board will need 
to modify this year’s calendar due to the two days where 
school has been closed due to weather conditions.   
 
A. Letter from Mrs. Crimp 
The Board acknowledged receipt of a letter from Mrs. Crimp.   
 
• Dr. Salyer would like to hear all of the students attending 
Thorp be referred to “ours” with no reference that they may 
live in another district.   
• Mrs. Johnson and other Board members recently attended 
the WASA Small Schools Conference in Wenatchee.  There 
were sessions for schools our size (fewer than 200 students).  
She polled this group and found that many districts of our size 
teach with a two grade multi-age format.  Mrs. Johnson noted 
that having the ability to look out for the students and place 
them at a level they need for each subject area such as reading 
and math, and building a respect and discipline in the early 
years as benefits to working in a small school.  Mrs. Holmes 
feels “we are small but mighty” and is very proud of Thorp.   
• Ms. Carlson suggested that anyone with concerns relating to 
the school or district should write them down and submit 
them to the Board using the proper channels.  The Board will 
work to answer all the questions and address concerns.   
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.    
Dr. Salyer seconded.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
March 28, 2017 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
April 11, 2017 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
April 25, 2017 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
May 1, 2017 – WSSDA Regional Meeting, Yakima  
 

 


