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Board Members Present:  Loretta Bushbaum, Rachel Carlson, Tamara Holmes, Carol 
Johnson 
Board Members Absent:    Keith Salyer 
 
Linda Martin, Secretary to the Board; Lisa Pendley, Clerk to the Board 
Guests:  Janet Beck, Regina Bridwell, Betsy Crimp, Lynn French, Andrea Green, Phil 
Kern, Hilary Lampard, Steve Lindholm, Lisa Pott, Kathy Scribner, Carlee Stueckle,  
Nancy Valenta  
1. Call to Order 
       and Flag Salute 
 
2.  Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
 
4. Approval of Consent  
     Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Mrs. 
Carlson led the flag salute. 
 
Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve the Minutes of the March 8, 
2016, Regular Meeting of the Board; Mrs. Bushbaum seconded.  
Unanimous. 
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve the Agenda; Mrs. Carlson 
seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
A. Consideration to approve the supplemental contract for 
Bryan Smith, High School Assistant Track Coach for the 
2015-2016 season in the amount of $2,656.00.  
 
B. Consideration to approve the service agreement 
contract for Warren Hopkins, WB Hopkins Consulting, 
assistant negotiator, in the amount of $2,000.00.  
 
C. Consideration to approve the warrants as listed on the 
agenda. 
 
Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve the Consent Agenda.   Mrs. 
Holmes seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
Mrs. Lynn French made a request to the Board on behalf of the 
teachers to settle the contract.  Mrs. French noted there have 
been 183 hours spent on settling the contract, and the district 
is paying $8,000 to Mr. Alfred and has agreed to another 
$2,000 for Mr. Hopkins as the district negotiating team.  
 
Community member Ms. Regina Bridwell wants to see honesty, 
integrity, transparency and accountability from the TEA and 
district administration.  Ms. Bridwell suggested the handling of 



THORP SCHOOL DISTRICT #400 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

10831 North Thorp Hwy, Thorp School Library 
March 29, 2016     6:30 p.m. 

Regular Meeting  
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

5. Public Comment 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Reports to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the negotiations issues be kept on a respectful and 
professional level with less hostility from the TEA. 
 
Ms. Andrea Green stated her objection to the public comments 
during Board meetings being addressed to the audience 
instead of the Board.  
 

A. A.  Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Linda Martin 
• Four Thorp elementary Student Council officers attended and 
made a presentation at the WASA Small Schools Conference in 
Wenatchee.  Dr. Martin felt our students gave an amazing 
presentation and did well answering questions from the 
audience.  One of the Superintendent/Principals that attended 
was so impressed with Thorp’s elementary Student Council 
program he plans to use the idea in his district.  
• Last weekend the Robotics team again was phenomenal to 
watch and placed 51st out of 138 teams and made the finals at 
the CWU robotic competition. 
• Students in grades 6-12 participated in the 23rd annual 
“Patrick Playoffs” basketball competition which was held the 
Friday before spring break.   Retiring teacher and organizer 
Tom Christian was presented with trophies in appreciation of 
his efforts every year, and is commended for making this a 
successful and enjoyable Thorp School tradition.   
• Secondary level conferences seemed much better attended 
than in the past.  Elementary conferences are always well 
attended. 
• Author Ken Mochizuki will visit on April 5, and will speak to 
the elementary students at 10:30 and secondary students at 
11:50. 
 
Mrs. Johnson asked Mr. Kern for more information about the 
robotics team.  Tyler Clerf and Parker Mayer from Thorp and 
Chesna Kern and Katie Mengelos from Kittitas were the four 
team members attending the CWU competition.  Brian Tate 
from Boeing has been an invaluable mentor.  Synneva Wang, a 
former Issaquah team mentor, has offered to help organize the 
team and has made a $250 donation.  Mr. Kern feels this is a 
real opportunity to lead into a computer science major.  
“Kittitas County Robotics” would like to bring in more Easton 
and Cle Elum students, and possibly work virtually since 
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6. Reports to the Board 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Old Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

location may be an issue for students and mentors.  There has 
been good press in the local newspaper.   
 
B. Maintenance and Transportation Report – Dr. Martin 
for Mr. Ed Foster, Manager 
• We want to add one more camera to be placed outside of the 
exterior gym door.  
• The alarm keypad has been moved to the front entry.   
• The vehicles Mr. Foster is researching to replace the van have 
been narrowed down to a Ford Expedition, which is equivalent 
to Chevrolet Suburban with better gas mileage.   
• On April 15 we should know the status of the grant we wrote 
for the kitchen remodel.     
• The drain/roof leak has been repaired. 
 
C.  Financial Report – Dr. Linda Martin for Ms. Michelle 
Helgeson, Business Manager 
• Enrollment is holding at a time it usually decreases.  We may 
have a new 9th grader next week.  Dr. Martin, along with Ms. 
Green, informed the Board members that we do not hold a 
formal one-day Kindergarten registration but Dr. Martin will 
tour and talk with new potential students and parents at any 
time. 
 
A.  Director District Boundaries  (Action Item) 
The proposed four district boundaries are in the Board packet.  
A mapping expert used the goal of 351 people in each area, but 
changes can be suggested.  Mrs. Johnson would like to see 
where homes are in the districts and suggested to add a few 
more people to the first district from the second district.  
Board members questioned how many residences are in 
Sections 2, 11, 12, and 13. Dr. Martin will bring that 
information to the next meeting.  The Board will need to adopt 
new boundaries within the next eight months. Current Board 
member positions will not change until someone comes up for 
election.   
 
B. Resolution 15-11  Authorizing a Combined Athletic 
Program with Kittitas School District 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to approve.  Mrs. Carlson seconded. 
Unanimous.   
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8. New Business: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Correspondence 
 
10. Board Members’   
        Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. New Teacher Evaluation System  (Information Item) 
The district has chosen CEL5 (Center for Education 
Leadership) as the framework for teacher evaluations.  Dr. 
Martin explained the CEL5 foundational ideas, the inquiry 
cycle, and the instructional and evaluation rubrics.   She 
reviewed the four-tiered evaluation and how these scores, 
along with student growth scores, are applied in a teacher’s 
end-of-year evaluation.   She reported that this evaluation 
system is very time consuming. Discussion followed.  Board 
members thanked Dr. Martin for her report. 
 
B. TESPA (Thorp Educational Support Professionals 
Association)  Contract Ratification 2015-2018   
(Action Item) 
Dr. Martin acknowledged Nancy Valenta in the audience as the 
UniServe Representative who came in midway through 
negotiations and helped TESPA and the district move forward 
with the ratified contract.  Mrs. Carlson motioned to approve 
the TESPA Collective Bargaining Agreement effective 
9/1/2015 to August 31, 2018, and Mrs. Holmes seconded.  
Unanimous.   
 
None. 
 
A. WASA Small Schools Conference 
Mrs. Bushbaum enjoyed the conference.  She requested more 
information from Dr. Martin about available grants.   
Mrs. Holmes was impressed with some of the things larger 
schools are doing.   
Mrs. Johnson really enjoyed talking with people that 
understand small class sizes. 
Dr. Martin was very proud of the Thorp students’ presentation 
and behavior. 
 
B. WSSDA Regional Meeting in Sunnyside 
Mrs. Bushbaum attended the meeting and said legislation was 
a big topic.  She was pleased they are adding resources for the 
foster care program and the homeless.  She also mentioned a 
bill that would increase the compensation amounts to Board 
members. 
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10. Board Members’   
        Comments (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
 
13. Closed Session 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and 
Events 
 
 

Mrs. Holmes would like to see Thorp have a book club.  Dr. 
Martin stated that the staff has a book club.  Standard Based 
Grading will be the book they start Friday.   
  
Mrs. Bushbaum shared information she had learned in 
researching information about school–owned vehicles.  Dr. 
Martin will meet with Mrs. Bushbaum to learn more.   
 
Mrs. Holmes motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m.   
Mrs. Carlson seconded.  Unanimous. 
 
A. To discuss collective bargaining parameters per RCW 
42.23.140 
 
April 5, 2016 – Author Ken Mochizuki visits Thorp;  
   10:30 a.m. Elementary; 11:50 a.m. Secondary 
April 12, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
April 26, 2016 – Regular School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 

 


